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1. Rules 
1. The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing. 
2. Any Class rules that amend their sailing instructions against The Racing Rules of Sailing 

would not apply to this race. E.g. Rule 42 – excessive pumping will not be allowed. 
 
2. Notice to competitors 
Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located on window opposite 
main flag staff of the RCYC Club House. 
 
3. Changes to the Sailing Instructions 
Any change to the Sailing Instructions will be posted before 11:30 on the day it will take effect.  
 
4. Signals made ashore 
Signals made ashore will be displayed at main RCYC flagstaff.  
When Flag AP is displayed ashore, ‘1 minute’ is replaced with ‘not less than 30 minutes’ in the 
race signal AP.  
 
5. Race Format 
The Race will consist of a single mixed dinghy endurances race within the Owenabue River. 
Marks shall be laid within the river to be rounded to port.  
 
6. Race Start 
Starting Line 
The starting line shall be between a CV and an outer distance Buoy which may be a RIB at 
anchor. Exact position of start line will be announced at the briefing 
 
 



Starting Signals 
The starting sequence will be as defined in RRS Rule 26, (i.e. 5, 4, 1, Start). The Warning signal 
flag shall be code flag “B”; the preparatory flag shall be code flag “P”. 
 
Late Starters 
A boat starting later than 5 minutes after the starting signal will be scored Did Not Start (DNS). 
The Race Officer may override this rule at his discretion. 
 
7. Recalls  
Individual Recall 
If any boat is on the course side of the starting line at its starting signal, a second sound signal 
will be made and the Code Flag 'X' hoisted until all the premature starter(s) return(s) up to a 
maximum period of 5 minutes. This alters RRS29.1. 
Note: if the premature starter(s) do not re-cross the starting line they shall be scored on course 
side (OCS). 
 
General Recall 
If the Race Officer deems it necessary for any reason during or immediately after the starting 
sequence, they may issue a general recall. This shall be signaled by the Code Flag First 
Substitute being hoisted together with two sound signals. A single warning sound signal shall be 
sounded 1 minute before the starting sequence restarts. 
 
8. The Course 
The Course shall consist of a designated number of laps of the river course at the discretion of 
the race officer. 
 
Marks 
The rounding marks will be distinct Orange Cylindrical buoys. 
 
9. Shortening the Course 
The course may be shortened at the discretion of the Race Officer. This shall be indicated by 
Code Flag “S” being displayed on the Committee Boat as the leading boat rounds the 
designated finish mark of the course. Two sound signals should be given to draw attention to 
the signal. 
 
Shortening the course at a mark 
The course may be also shortened at any course mark by a safety boat acting on the authority 
of the Race Officer. The safety boat shall display the code flag “S” and should make two sounds 
signals as described above. 
 
Finishing Procedure on a shortened course 
When a race is shortened by way of finishing on a lower number of laps than originally 
designated, a black board will be positioned on display at the finishing boat which will identify 
the number of laps to be completed. If a boat is unsure of the number of laps that they have 
completed they may ask the Mark boats at each turning bouy who will be recording the lap 
count for every vessel. 
 
 
 



 
11. Time Limit 

 

Time Limit for first boat Time after first boat finishes 

1 hour elapsed 

2 hours elapsed 

30 minutes 

 60 minutes 

 

Boats failing to finish within the time specified in column 2 after the first boat sails the course 
and finishes will be scored “Did Not Finish” (DNF). This alters RRS rules 35 and A4.1. 

 
10. Penalties  
 
10.1 Touching a Mark 
RRS rule 31 shall apply: after getting well clear of other boats as soon as possible, take a penalty 
by promptly making one turn including one tack and one gybe. 
 
10.2 Alternative Penalties 
RRS rule 44 shall apply: after getting well clear of the other boats as soon after the incident as 
possible, a boat takes two turns penalty by promptly making two complete 360 degree turns in 
the same direction, including two tacks and two gybes. Note: the scoring penalty, RRS rule 44.3 
shall not apply. 
 
11. Grounding 
Where a competitor’s boat runs aground, they may use propulsion in order to free their vessel. 
However, they may not use propulsion in order to gain an advantage in the race. This alters RRS 
Rule 42.3(i). 
 
12. Communications 
Any information received by a means of communication which is not potentially available to 
other competing boats may be construed as outside assistance under RRS 41. There shall be no 
electronic communications used by or received by any competitor.  
 
13. Protests 

Protests shall be made in accordance with RRS Rule 61 and shall be lodged with the Race Officer 
within 30 minutes of the last boat finishing the race, unless extended at the discretion of the 
Race Officer. 

 

14. Handicap System  

RYA Portsmouth Yardstick 
The RYA Portsmouth Yardstick Scheme for the current year shall be used for all classes listed 
within the scheme. Vessel’s not listed on the scheme shall be given their historical handicap 
which may be amended by the organizing authority taking into account crew skill factor.  This 
designated handicap shall be final. The right to appeal is denied.  
 



 
 
Comments 
Race Starts 
 
Starting Signals – Sounds and flags at 5, 4, 1 and go. 

5↑ 4↑ 1↓ Go!↓ 
 
You have 5 minutes after the starting signal to cross the starting line. 
 
Recalls 
If you hear a single hoot, see the flag below on the committee boat and you think you were 
over, then check with the Race Officer and either go back or be OCS. 
Start Marshall RIBs will inform a vessel if it was over at the soonest available opportunity. There 
will be no right for redress for another vessel on these grounds. 
 

 
Individual Recall Flag 
 
 
If you hear two hoots and see the flag below on the committee boat then go back to the 
starting line as it’s a general recall.  
 

 
General Recall Flag 


